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Introduction & Program Description
CLC offers academic, artistic, recreational, and cultural enrichment opportunities to students and their
families when school is not in session. By providing academic enrichment programs, CLC’s help students
meet state and local academic achievement standards in core academic subjects, such as reading and
mathematics. CLC’s also provide students with a broad array of other activities —such as drug and
violence prevention programs, sports, and volunteer opportunities— during the after school hours or
during summer recess. CLC’s also serve the families of participants through family activities like literacy
night, math-focused board game night, gardening activities, and more!

Program Operations & Participant Demographics
Students targeted for participation in the CLC are those in grades K through 5th and who: score well
below and below proficient on state tests (especially in ELA and Math), reside in low-income or singleparent households, speak English as their second language, or have been identified as needing other
supports such as social-emotional learning or arts and recreational activities. These students are targeted
because they are at high risk of falling behind academically and socially which will ultimately limit their
overall success.
During the 2020-2021 school year (the height of the Covid-19 pandemic), the Milwaukee Public School
District operated virtually for nearly tw0-thirds of the academic year. To continue serving youth during
this time, Riley’s CLC operated both virtually via Google Classroom and through a waiver allowing for
limited-capacity in-person programs.
The program operated Monday through Friday from 2:20-5:30pm, was open a total of 166 days (2,629
hours), and served 84 students, with an average daily attendance of 15.

Evaluation Findings & Progress Toward Objectives
State Goal: Provide a stable, safe, and supportive environment to meet the needs of target population
Local Goal

Objective

Progress

CLC Staff will be courteous
and caring to all participants
and families

Participants will report they feel
safe while at the CLC

Spring 2021 Youth Survey Results showed:
• 100% of participants feel safe while at CLC
• 100% of participants feel the adults in the CLC care
about them

State Goal: Challenge youth to develop as learners
Local Goal

Objective

Progress

Improve participant
achievement in ELA/Math/
Science

Participants below target on state
tests will improve their score

STAR Test results showed that of CLC participants:
• 11% scored “on target” in Early Literacy
• 8.8% scored “on target” in Reading
• Mathematics results showed that all participants
were below target (school-wide 96.3% scored below)
*due to the pandemic, some state test results were not available (test not taken, no pre/post
match, or sample size too small)

State Goal: Support the development of other skills necessary for student success
Local Goal

Objective

Progress

Increase participant’s
appreciation of the arts and
social-emotional awareness

Participants will be exposed to (and
actively participate in) arts/music/
theater programming

CLC program schedules, lesson plans, and attendance
records showed:
• Participants were engaged in 1.25 hours of artsfocused programming each week
• Partner organizations supporting this goal included
America SCORES, First Stage, and Girl Scouts

Increase participant’s socialemotional awareness

Participants will report improved
competency in at least one SEL
theme

Surveys showed that youth self-reported that they...
• Always (81%) / Sometimes (19%) - do their part when
working in a group
• Always (71%) / Sometimes (29%) - respect others’
points of view
• Always (51%) / Sometimes (47%) - compliment others’
accomplishments

State Goal: Engage families in support of student learning
Local Goal

Objective

Increase parent’s
Parents will attend CLC family nights
engagement in their child’s and report that the CLC has enhanced
academic and social success their ability to support their child’s
development

Progress
2020-2021 Family Nights Included (adult participation
count in parenthesis):
• Dr. Seuss bilingual book read-along (54)
• Math and Art-focused cookie creation (39)
• First Stage theater virtual play (24)
• Spring Butterfly Garden (47)

Parent Quotes:
“With things being virtual this year, bringing my son to the CLC was a huge help because my son was
struggling. He improved quite a bit, once he was able to attend the program. Great Staff Support!”
“Everyone is excellent! Thank you for always being there for our children.”

Summary & Future Steps
During the 2020-2021 schoolyear, the Covid-19 pandemic created numerous challenges to CLC operations,
such as limited in-person capacity, staffing shortages, and multiple disruptive transitions from in-person
to virtual, among others. However, the CLC’s admin, group leaders, and participants persevered. While
the total number of participants much was lower than anticipated, it was generally in-line with how many
youth were served at CLC sites state-wide (average daily attendance of all CLC sites was 22 participants).
Additionally, progress was made toward the CLC’s objectives of running a safe and welcoming program,
improving academic acumen, promoting participation in the arts and social-emotional learning-themed
activities, and supporting adult family members through regular events.
Although participation was low, parents of youth who did regularly participate shared that the CLC was
crucial to their families ability to “get by” during the pandemic, and they were very appreciative of the
support provided to their children.

Looking ahead to the 2021-2022 school year, the CLC aims to rebuild its enrollment and promote regular
attendance, and will focus on providing meaningful academic support programs that will counteract the
learning loss experienced during at-home virtual learning.

